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FOLLOWING MANILA 12344 SENT ACTION SECSTATE INFO BANGKOK 
JAKARTA KUALA LUMPUR SINGAPORE AUG 9, 1977 
REPEATED TO YOU QUOTE 
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TAGS: SREF, SNAR, PDEV, ASEAN, US 

SUBJECT: US- ASEAN CONSULTATIONS: NARCOTICS AND REFUGEES 

REF: KUALA LUMPUR 5160 

WHILE WE SEE MERIT IN US-ASEAN CONSULTATIONS ON NARCOTICS 
AND REFUGEE MATTERS AT SOME FUTURE POINT, WE WOULD HAVE 
RESERVATIONS ABOUT INCLUDING THESE ITEMS ON AGENDA FOR 
SEPTEMBER CONFERENCE. FORTHCOMING US-ASEAN MEETING HAS 
BEEN MUTUALLY CONCEIVED OF AS FORUM FOR DISCUSSION OF 
ECONOMIC ISSUES, AND PLANNING IS PROCEEDING ON THAT BASIS. 
OUR SEEKING TO ADD NON-ECONOMIC TOPICS TO AGENDA COULD BE 
READ IN SOME ASEAN (AND INDOCHINA) QUARTERS AS U.S. EFFORT 
TO PRESS TOO HARD AND TOO SOON TO ESTABLISH WIDE-RANGING 
LIAISON WITH ASEAN GROUPING. FURTHER WE WONDER WHETHER 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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SUCH TOPICS WOULD GET THE ATTENTION THEY DESERVE IN 
COMPETITION WITH THE ECONOMIC MATTERS WHICH WILL BE THE 
MAIN FOCUS OF THE CONFEREES. IN BRIEF, WE WOULD OPT 
TO PUT THESE ITEMS ON THE SHELF FOR POSSIBLE SEPARATE, 
FUTURE DISCUSSION IN THE LIGHT OF THE DEVELOPMENT OF 
THE US-ASEAN RELATIONSHIP. STULL UNQUOTE CHRISTOPHER 
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